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benevolent  industrialists  helping  to  assist  the  voluntary 
work  of  physicians,  most  of  whom  earned  their  income 





















University,  some  students  still  preferred  to  receive  their 
medical education outside Ulster, where the standard was still 
considered superior. 



















with  orthopaedic  conditions.  Specialist  hospitals  caused 












Purdon  asked  his  many 
sisters  to  donate  some 
of  their  pocket  money 
to  keep  the  dispensary 
running.  During  that 
time  Purdon  used  his 
artistic  talents  to  create 
wax  models  of  skin, 
particularly that of lupus 
vulgaris,  particularly 
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provided mainly out-patient facilities, but also had 8 in-patient 

































member  of  the  New 
York  Dermatological 





26  years.    Despite  his 
best  efforts,  financial 
support  for  the  journal 
became inadequate and 
























amenities  in  the  nearby  and  developing  Royal  Victoria 









Samuel  William  Allworthy  (1866-1952),  a  graduate 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  had  worked  in  the  Finsen 
Institute  Copenhagen  and 




Edward Benn, one of Belfast’s 
greatest philanthropists.
Sketching of the Benn Hospital, 
Glenravel Street, Belfast.
Close up photograph of the 






A History of Dermatology in Ireland 97
www.ums.ac.uk









William  Calwell  (1859-1943)  was  educated  at  Queen’s 
University Belfast, and in 1893 he was the first appointed 
registrar  in  the  Royal Victoria  Hospital.  He  was  initially 
appointed  as  a  physician  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
in 1895, and established weekly skin clinics in the Royal 
Victoria Hospital in around 1910, which he continued until 
his  retirement  in  1924.  He  remained  however,  a  general 
physician but the first at the Royal to be given the title of 
“dermatologist”.  
ivan hEnry mC CaW
Ivan Henry Mc Caw (1897-1961) was the only son of Dr 
John Mc Caw, a pioneer of paediatrics in Belfast.  I.H. Mc 





handedly  expanded  the  skin 
department at the Royal Victoria 
Hospital  after  his  appointment 
in  1933  as  its  first  full  time 
dedicated dermatologist. It was 
under  his  stewardship  that  the 
Benn Hospital became integrated 
into the skin department at the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital.  He 
gave the annual lecture to new 
medical  students  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital  in  1944  on 







training  in  London  joined  the  staff  of  the  Dermatology 
department of the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast where 
he greatly assisted Mc Caw in the expansion of specialty 
services  in  Northern  Ireland.  His  main  interest  was  in 

















for  setting  up  the  dermatology  department  in  the  Belfast 
City Hospital and had by far the largest number of beds 













Dr  Martin  Beare  volunteered  for  service  with  the  Royal 
Navy (1943-1946) where he served as a surgeon lieutenant7. 
After the war he spent time at 




trained  under  the  only  two 
dermatologists  in  Northern 
Ireland  at  the  time,  until 
his  appointment  in  1949  as 
consultant dermatologist at the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital.  He 
developed interests in paediatric 
dermatology,  fungal  diseases 
of  the  skin  and  small  animal 
dermatology  and  contributed 
widely  to  the  dermatology 
literature,  including  several 
original  chapters  in  the  first 
edition  of  the  internationally  renowned  “Rook  Book”,  to 
which he was a regular contributor in subsequent editions.   





Professor  Desmond  Burrows  was  the  first  professor  of 
Dermatology  in  Ireland,  holding  an  Honorary  Chair  at 
Queen’s University, Belfast. He was President of the British 
Association of Dermatologists in 1992 and became President 
of  6th  EADV ,  in  Dublin,  1997.  His  major  interest  was  in 
contact dermatitis and he was a world authority on chromate 
dermatitis,  with  much  of  his  work  on  metal  dermatitis 
being  cited  today.  Together  with  Martin  Beare,  he  was 
instrumental in the establishment of the Irish Association 
Ivan Henry McCaw (1897-
1961).
Dr John Martin Beare 
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of  Dermatologists.  Desmond 
















on  the  venereal  disease  and 
the  use  of  mercury’  clearly 
defined  and  differentiated  the 
spectrum of cutaneous syphilis 
and  his  observations  on  the 
infectivity of neonatal syphilis, 
later  known  as  Colles  Law.   
This law was used to describe 
his  observation  that  syphilitic 
infants  with  oral  lesions  could 
not  transmit  the  disease  to 
their infected mothers but were 














the  description  of  ‘ulcers  with  edges  which  are  elevated, 




























Clinical  Medicine’  in  1843.   
He  described  how  ‘tumours 
rise, run through their course 
and  disappear  in  the  space 
of  a  few  hours…sometimes 






John  Neligan  (1815-1863)  a  physician  at  Jervis  Street 





one  of  the  commissioners  to 
the first British Pharmacopoeia, 
but  he  did  not  live  to  see  the 
completed  work,  which  was 
published in 18648.
WaltEr Smith  
Walter Smith (1844-1932), who 
was Assistant  Physician  to  the 
Adelaide Hospital, Dublin, where 







Jacobs’s depiction of a “rodent 
ulcer” the first description of 
basal cell carcinoma.
Robert Graves (1796 - 1853)
Picture 14. Walter Smith 
(1844 - 1932)©  The Ulster Medical Society, 2010.













He  was  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  British  Journal  of 
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